Assisted reproductive technology and ovarian cancer.
Ovarian cancer has the highest mortality among all gynaecological cancers, being multiparity and oral contraceptive use the most important protective factors. According to both the "incessant ovulation" and "increased gonadotrophin" theories, fertility drugs might have an association with the development of ovarian cancer, as has been reported by some studies. However, infertility and nulliparity may act as confounding factors and most studies regarding this issue are hampered by methodological limitations. It seems that female infertility may be associated with a modest increase in ovarian cancer risk in those patients who remain nulligravid despite long periods of unprotected intercourse. Globally, most studies are reassuring in not showing a link between the use of fertility drugs and an increased risk of ovarian cancer. Nonetheless, further research in well-designed studies is warranted.